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SUBJ: FAO CONFERENCE: WOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT 

SUMMARY: STRONG INTEREST AND SUPPORT FOR ACTIVITIES 
AND PROPOSALS IN THE SECRETARIAT'S DOCUMENT ON ROLE OF 
WOMEN IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT (C 75/23) WERE EXPRESSED IN 
INTERVENTIONS FROM 26 COUNTRIES AND 2NGO'S. MANY 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES REPORTED EXISTING PROGRAMS FOR WOMEN OR 
NEEDS FOR PROGRAMS IN HOME ECONOMICS, NUTRITION EDUCATION, 
HEALTH CARE, EMPLOYMENT TRAINING, AGRICULTURE. RESOLUTION 
ON SUBJECTS PASSED IN PLENARY TODAY. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE U.S. REVIEWED THE CURRENT SITUATION OF WOMEN IN 
PROGRAMS AND STAFF OF FAO, CALLED FOR AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

ON THE PART OF THE FAO SECRETARIAT AND MEMBER COUNTRIES AND 
OFFERED SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SUCH ACTION. 

2. AMENDMENTS TO FAO COUNCIL RESOLUTION 2/66 WERE OFFERED 
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BY SWEDEN. THE SWEDISH RESOLUTION, DRAFTED JOINTLY WITH THE 
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U.S. DELEGATION, REAFFIRMED MOST OF THE COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
AND REPLACED PARAGRAPHS 2,3 AND 4 WITH THE FOLLOWING: 

"2. /INVITES/ ALL MEMBERS STATES OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND ITS 
SPECIALIZED AGENCIES TO SUPPORT MEASURES ENSURING THAT WOMEN 
SHARE IN THE BENEFITS OF DEVELOPMENT IN THE RURAL SECTOR, 
PARTICULARLY THROUGH THE RECOGNITION OF THEIR FULL LEGAL 
EQUALITY AND THE ADOPTION OF MEASURES IMPLEMENTING SUCH 
EQUALITY; 3. /INVITES/ GOVERNMENTS OF MEMBER NATIONS TO ENSURE 
THAT WOMEN PARTICIPATE ON AN EQUITABLE BASIS WITH MEN 
IN THE POLICY-MAKING, PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS IN 
ALL AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES, IN PARTI- 
CULAR THOSE RELATED TO FOOD AND NUTRITION PLANNING; 4. 

/REQUESTS/ THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL TO ENSURE THAT (A) CURRENT 
PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS IN NUTRITION, AGRICULTURE (INCLUDING 
FISHERIES AND FORESTRY) AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT BE REVIEWED BY 
ALL DEPARTMENTS AND DIVISIONS CONCERNED WITH THESE ACTIVITIES 
WITH A VIEW TO ARRIVE AT THE FULL INTEGRATION OF WOMEN, WHO 
SHOULD BE PROVIDED WITH THE BENEFIT OF EDUCATION, TRAINING, 
EXTENSION, COOPERATIVE ACTIVITIES, CREDIT/MAR- 
KETING AND OTHER COMMUNITY FACILITIES IN ORDER TO ENABLE 
THEM TO PARTICIPATE FULLY IN THE AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT, AND THAT (B) PLANS, PROGRAMME AND SECTOR 
ANALYSES, AND PROGRAMME DOCUMENTS INCORPORATE AN IMPACT 
STATEMENT OF HOW SUCH PROPOSED PROGRAMMES WILL AFFECT 
WOMEN AS PARTICIPANTS AND BENEFICIARIES; 

5. /REQUESTS FURTHER/ THAT INFORMATION ON PROGRESS AND 
PROJECTIONS ON THE INTEGRATION OF WOMEN IN ALL FAO PROGRAMMES 
BE SUBMITTED PERIODICALLY TO THE FAO COUNCIL AND CONFERENCE 
IN SUCH REPORTS AS THE REVIEW OF FIELD PROGRAMME AND THE MEDIUM 
TERM OBJECTIVES." SIXTEEN ADDITIONAL COUNTRIES, INCLUDING 
MANY FROM GROUP OF 77 COSPONSORED THE AMENDED RESOLUTION AND 
IT WAS ADOPTED WITHOUT DISSENT WITH THE ADDITION BY DAHOMEY 
OF ONE PARAGRAPH: "4. (C) MATTERS RELATING TO THE ROLE OF 
WOMEN IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT BE INCLUDED IN THE AGENDAS OF THE 
REGIONAL CONFERENCE SO THAT SPECIFIC PROGRAMMES MAY RESULT." 

3. THE CONFERENCE DECIDED THAT THERE WAS AN IMMEDIATE NEED 
FOR FAO TO REVIEW, REORIENT AND COORDINATE ACTIVITIES 
IN THEIR REGULAR AND FIELD PROGRAMS IN ORDER TO ENSURE THAT 
THE INVOLVEMENT OF WOMEN IN THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS COULD BE 
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GIVEN THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE SUPPORT, AND AGREED THAT 
THE INVOLVEMENT OF FAO'S HOME ECONOMICS AND SOCIAL PROGRAMMES 
SERVICE SHOULD BE CONTINUED AND EXPANDED AND ADEQUATE 
RESOURCES BE PROVIDED. THE CONFERENCE STRONGLY URGED CLOSE 
COLLABORATION IN THE PLANNING AND IMPLEMENT ATIONFOF ACTION 
PROGRAMS BETWEEN AND WITHIN COUNTRIES, AMONG UN AGENCIES, 
BILATERAL PROGRAMS AND NGO'S. THE CONFERENCE WAS ASSURED BY 
THE SECRETARIAT THAT MEASURES TO INCREASE THE PROPORTION 
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OF WOMEN IN PROFESSIONAL POSTS IN FAO (PARTICULARLY DECISION- 
MAKING POSTS) WERE UNDER ACTIVE CONSIDERATION, INCLUDING 
SPECIAL EFFORTS TO OBTAIN MORE FEMALE CANDIDATES FOR 
PROFESSIONAL POSTS, AND THAT PROGRESS WOULD BE REPORTED TO THE 
FAO COUNCIL.BEAUDRY 
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